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Comprehensive High School 
The average comprehensive high school offers more than one course of specialization in its program. Comprehensive 
high schools generally offer a college preparatory course and one or more scientific or vocational courses. 
 

Magnet School 
A public school offering special instruction and programs not available elsewhere, designed to attract a more diverse 
student body from throughout a school district. 
 

STEM/STEAM Academy 

STEM is a curriculum based on the idea of educating students in four specific disciplines — science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics — in an interdisciplinary and applied approach.   
 

STEAM is an acronym for Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics. ... STEAM education provides 
the underpinnings for every child to be successful in college, work, and life. Students are problem solvers, innovators, 
inventors, and logical thinkers. 
 

Fine Arts Academy 

A fine arts school is an educational institution with a primary focus on the visual arts, including fine art, especially 
illustration, painting, photography, sculpture, and graphic design. It can also include music, theater, and dance. 
 

Freshman Center 

A school with only 9th grade students which is linked with it’s high school (grades 10-12) on a separate site.  
 

Junior High School/Senior High School 
A school consisting of grades 9 and 10 only but connected to it’s senior high school (grades 11-12) which is on a different 
site. 
 

A school consisting of grades 11 and 12 only but connected to it’s junior high school (grades 9-10) which is on a different 
site. 
 

School Within A School 
A separation of a portion of the school population within a building to create a smaller, more personal environment. For 
example, a 9th grade school-within-a-school, or a fine arts school-within-a-school. 
 

CTE School 
A career and technical education school which is focused on certifications and credentialing in technical areas.  
 

Trade School 
A school focused on the skilled trades such as carpentry, plumbing, electrical, etc. 
 

Virtual School 
Virtual school refers to an institution that is not "brick and mortar" bound. All student services and courses are conducted 
through Internet technology. The virtual school differs from the traditional school through the physical medium that links 
administrators, teachers, and students. 
 

Early College High School 
The Early College High School Initiative in the United States allows students to receive a high school diploma and an 
associate degree, or up to two years of college credit, by taking a mixture of high school and college classes. 
 

P-Tech High School 
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) is a new type of school that brings together the best 
elements of high school, college and the professional world. P-TECH enables students to begin their college and 
professional lives more quickly and with more support than the typical school-to-work pathway. 
 

New Tech High School 
At New Tech Network, our partnerships with schools drive everything we do. Together we are transforming teaching and 
learning around the country. Our shared vision for student success – college and career readiness for all students – has a 
very specific meaning in the Network. What we mean is that every graduate of a New Tech school leaves aware, eligible 
and prepared to pursue postsecondary education or training. 

 

 


